Mata Hari: Good Spies Don’'t Get Famous

By Michael A. Stusser
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Conversation Starters:

- Mata Hari's prosecutor, Andre
Mornet, said in an interview 40 years
after her death: “There wasn’t enough
(evidence) to whip a cat.”

« Mata Hari met her husband through a
personal ad in the newspaper (just
think if there’d been online dating
back then...)

- She never removed a cotton garment
covering her chest—even with

'Not to be outdone by French or “clients”; a tattoo, perhaps? No,

YGerman intelligence, the British gov- according to her doctor, she was just
ernment arrested Mata Hari, claiming shy about her small breasts.
she was actually a spy named Clar. The French confiscated an unusual
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long after though, due to a complete tried to prove it was disappearing ink.
lack of evidence - a setback that didn The truth? Lab results confirmed it
stop the French from having her exe- was birth control.
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5'10” she had long, thick black hair, with more than a few German military Dietrich, Sylvia Kristel and Jeanne OSS during World War I.
olive skin, exotic looks, grace andofficers. Lo and behold, it led to a mil- Moreau all portrayed her on screen. Can't get enough spy stories? Visit

style. Imagine a Dutch Salma Hayektary job. The facts about her espionag Secret agent or not, she makes for
activities are a bit hazy, and it's diffi- great story.

and you’ll get the picture.

The International Spy Museum in
Washington, D.C.




